
Donor Funded USIU-Africa 

Previously

Existing relationships Donor position Funding opportunities Action points Priority School/ Dept USIU contact for Intel gathering

Donor Name What is the relationship with the donor? What is the level of funding now or in 

previous cycles?

What is the donor policy towards USIU themes? Has the donor funded USIU in the past? Is there an 

interest on the part of the donor?

What are the donor funding mechanisms that could be accessed to respond to calls for 

proposals?

Identify key contact people at USIU

 Identify actionable points for the future

High  Medium   Low

Mastercard Foundation

 https://mastercardfdn.org/all/scholars/

Yes Good donor relations existing between MCF and 

USIU through the scholars and e-learning 

This is an existing donor that has a good relationship with USIU-

Africa program for scholars.

Expansion of existing scholars program

  

1. Explore new funding opportunities through calls by MCF

 2. Explore expansion of the scholars program

H ALL Eannes Ongus

John Templeton Foundation

 https://www.templeton.org/grants/grant-

No The Vice President of JT Foundation visited USIU-

Africa in August 2024, paid a courtesy call to the 

This is a new donor and USIU-Africa intends to build new donor 

relationship with JTF.

JTF opens an annual call with deadline in August 

every year. USIU can strategically position itself for 

1. Share the call link with Faculty and staff

 2. Share examples of projects with faculty for review and consideration to apply

M ALL Prof. Mwenda Ntarangwi Frank Ojwang

The Noel Buxton Trust     

https://noelbuxtontrust.org.uk/#:~:text=The%20

TBD An independent grant-making charity supporting sustainable 

livelihoods in Africa and charities working with families and 

Issues funding calls periodically 1. Monitor their website for relevant calls ALL

Argidius Foundation         

https://www.argidius.com/en/grantseekers

TBD Supports initiatives that target and offer business support 

advice and assistance to entrepreneurs

Funding is given through partnerships 1. Identify mutual areas of interest.                                                                                                                    

2. Establish contact for partnership
Innovation Center

Dr. Billy Wadongo                                                     

Jacqueline Lidonde

Ford Foundation              

https://www.fordfoundation.org/work/our-

TBD Works to reduce poverty and injustice, strengthen democratic 

values, and advance human knowledge

Offers funding opportunities year-round; applications 

are accepted on a rolling basis
Frank Ojwang

Gates Foundation          

https://gcgh.grandchallenges.org/grant-

TBD Focuses on global health, poverty alleviation, and education 

initiatives

Issues funding calls periodically; also accepts 

unsolicited proposals in specific program areas
Frank Ojwang

Rockefeller Foundation                

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/grants/

TBD Frank Ojwang

Hilton Foundation             

https://www.hiltonfoundation.org/grants/overvi

TBD Frank Ojwang

Spencer Foundation            

https://www.spencer.org/why-we-grant

TBD Frank Ojwang

Dell Foundation               

https://www.dell.org/grants/

TBD Current ongoing discussion between Partnership 

and Dell Foundation representatives (Helen)

Focuses on education, health, and family economic stability. 

Potential alignment with USIU-Africa's educational programs

Regularly announces funding opportunities on their 

website

1. Monitor their website for relevant RFPs.                                                                                                                                                                                            

2. Develop proposals highlighting USIU-Africa's educational initiatives.                                                                                                                        

M ALL Jacqueline Lidonde

IKEA Foundation                    

https://ikeafoundation.org/grants     

TBD TBD Prioritizes children's rights, education, and sustainable 

livelihoods.

Funding opportunities are periodic and often 

announced in partnership with organizations like 

1. Review IKEA Foundation's funding criteria.                                                                         

2. Align USIU-Africa's projects with their thematic areas.                                                                                                

L CSOB Frank Ojwang

Lego Foundation                    

https://learningthroughplay.com/about-us/the-

TBD TBD Emphasizes learning through play, early childhood 

development, and education.

Issues annual calls for proposals, typically announced 

on their official website.

1. Explore opportunities to integrate play-based learning in USIU-Africa's 

curriculum. 2. Prepare proposals for relevant grant oppportunities.                                                                                                                       

L SHSS Frank Ojwang

KCB Foundation                            

https://kcbgroup.com/  ***

TBD Past application to KCB foundation for 

consultancy assignment done, outcome not 

Invests in education, enterprise development, and 

environmental initiatives.

Announces funding opportunities annually, focusing 

on scholarships and community development 

1. Identify areas of mutual interest, such as scholarships and entrepreneurship 

programs.                                                                                                                                                                            

M CSOB SHSS Dr. Billy Wadongo

ABSA Foundation                             

https://www.absa.africa/education/

TBD TBD Supports education, skills development, and financial literacy Issues periodic calls for proposals, often aligned with 

their CSR initiatives.

1. Align USIU-Africa's programs with ABSA Foundation's focus areas.                                                                              

2. Develop proposals for skills development projects.                                                                                                   

L ALL Jacqueline Lidonde

Chandaria Foundation Yes Ongoing MOU and funding to the innovation 

center.

Focuses on education, health, and social welfare Funding opportunities are ongoing, with applications 

accepted throughout the year.

1. Highlight USIU-Africa's impact in education and community service.                                                                             

2. Prepare grant applications for relevant projects.                                                                                                               

H CSOB Jacqueline Lidonde

Family Bank Foundation                      

https://thefamilygroupfoundation.org/

TBD TBD Prioritizes education, agriculture, and health Announces funding opportunities annually, focusing 

on scholarships and community initiatives

1. Explore collaboration on scholarship programs.                                                                                                               

2. Develop proposals for community-based projects.                                                                                                                   

M SHSS CSOB Jacqueline Lidonde

Equity Group Foundation           

https://equitygroupfoundation.com/

TBD TBD Invests in education, leadership development, and 

entrepreneurship

Operates programs like "Wings to Fly" with annual 

intakes; other opportunities are announced 

1. Identify synergies between USIU-Africa's offerings and Equity's programs.                                                                                                                                     

2. Propose joint initiatives for student development.                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

L ALL Eannes Ongus

HF Foundation TBD TBD Focuses on affordable housing and financial inclusion Issues funding calls periodically, often in line with new 

housing projects

1. Explore opportunities in real estate education and financial inclusion 

programs.                                                                                                                          

L SST CSOB Jacqueline Lidonde

Gerda Henkel Foundation                                 

https://www.gerda-henkel-stiftung.de/en/grants

No To establish new relationship Focuses on supporting research in the humanities, particularly 

historical sciences

Issues annual calls for research proposals; specific 

deadlines vary

1. Monitor the foundation's funding opportunities for relevant calls.                                                                                                                                            

2. Encourage faculty in the school of humanities to develop proposals aligned 

L SHSS SCCC CSOB SSTTBD

Coca Cola Foundation    https://www.coca-

colacompany.com/shared-

Yes USIU has an ongoing grant with Coca Cola 

foundation. 

Supports initiatives in water stewardship, community 

recycling, and women's empowerment

Accepts grant applications year-round; reviews 

proposals quarterly

1. Review the foundation's grant application guidelines to understand eligibility 

and submission requirements.                                                                                                                                                                                           
CSOB Prof Amos Njuguna

Mpesa Foundation           https://m-

pesafoundation.org/   **

Yes USIU has an ongoing scholarship grant. Dedicated to creating empowered communities in Kenya 

through large-scale and impactful community projects

Focuses on education, health, environmental 

conservation, and integrated livelihoods; funding 

1. Monitor the foundation's projects for alignment with USIU-Africa's initiatives.                                                                                                                       

2. Develop proposals that address community needs in education, health, or 
ALL Eannes Ongus

King Baudouin Foundation

https://kbs-frb.be/en/search?type_id=call 

Issues several calls for proposals regularly 

through the website

No To establish new relationship Supports projects in various fields, including social justice, 

health, heritage, and development in Africa

Issues periodic calls for proposals across various 

sectors; specific deadlines vary

1. Monitor the foundation's calls for proposals for relevant opportunities.                                                                                                                                             

2. Develop proposals that align with the foundation's hematic prioirities, such as 

education and health.                                                                                                                                   

3. Establish communication with foundation representatives to discuss potential 

collaborations                                                                                                                                                                                                

ALL Frank Ojwang

International Foundation for Science    

https://www.ifs.se/

TBD TBD Support early-career scientists in developing countries 

conducting research on biological and water resources

Issues annual calls for research grants applications ; 

specific deadlines vary

1. Monitor the foundation's grant application process for upcoming calls.                                                                                                                                                 

2. Encourage eligible USIU-Africa researchers to apply for grants                                                                                                                                                                                       

L

SST SPHS TBD

USAID                                      

https://www.usaid.gov/

RFP/RFI can be accessed through 

www.grants.gov

Yes Existing relationship with donor, though the US 

govt has suspended projects from start of 2025. 

The project focuses on youth employment.

Supports education, health, and economic development 

projects

Issues regular calls for proposals across various 

sectors; specific opportunities are announced 

throughout the year

1. Monitor USAID's funding announcements.                                                                                                                                                

2. Align proposals with USAID's strategic objectives.                                                                         

H

ALL Scott Bellows Frank Ojwang

FCDO                                                     

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/f

oreign-commonwealth-development-office

TBD TBD Focuses on global education, health, and economic 

development

Announces funding opportunities periodically, often 

through specific programs or challenges

1. Review FCDO's priority areas.                                                                                                                                                                                     

2. Develop proposals that align with their initiatives.                                                                                                                                         

L

ALL Frank Ojwang

NORAD                                                      

https://www.norad.no/en/

TBD TBD Supports education, research, and sustainable development Issues annual calls for proposals, typically announced 

on their official website

1. Identify projects that fit NORAD's funding criteria.                                                                                                                                                                     

2. Prepare and submit proposals.                                                                                                                                                                                           

L

ALL Frank Ojwang

ENABEL                                              

https://www.enabel.be/

TBD TBD Focuses on education, health, and economic development Announces funding opportunities periodically, often in 

collaboration with local partners

1. Align USIU-Africa projects with ENABEL's focus areas.                                                                                                                                                                       

2. Develop and submit proposals.                                                                                                                                                                                    

3. Establish communication to discuss partnerships.                                                                                                                                                            

L

ALL Frank Ojwang

SIDA                                                                       

https://www.sida.se/en

TBD TBD Supports education, research, and capacity building Issues annual calls for proposals, details available on 

their website

1. Review SIDA's funding priorities.                                                                                                                                                                                                      

2. Develop proposals that align with their interests.                                                                                                                                             

3. Reach out to discuss potential collaborations.                                                                                                                                            

L

ALL Frank Ojwang

IRISH AID                                                           

https://www.ireland.ie/en/irish-aid/

TBD TBD Focuses on education, health, and sustainable development Announces funding opportunities periodically, often 

through embassy channels

1. Identify areas of mutual interest.                                                                                                                                                                                                         

2. Prepare and submit proposals.                                                                                                                                                                                             

3. Initiate contact to explore partnerships.                                                                                                                                                                            

L

ALL TBD

UK AID                                                                 TBD TBD Supports education, health, and economic development  Issues periodic calls for proposals, often aligned with 

global challenges

1. Align USIU-Africa projects with UK Aid's priorities.                                                                                                                                                                                                    

2. Develop proposals accordingly.                                                                                                                                                                                       

L

ALL TBD

AUSAID                                                           

https://www.dfat.gov.au/aid

TBD TBD Focuses on development assistance in education, health, and 

economic growth

Announces funding opportunities periodically, often 

through specific programs and partnerships

1. Review AUSAID's funding opportunities for relevant calls.                                                      

2. Align USIU-Africa initiatives with AUSAID's priority areas.                                                                      

L

ALL TBD

NIH                                                                      

https://www.nih.gov/grants-funding

TBD USIU-Africa has an account with NIH for funding 

application. TBD whether USIU has received 

funding in the past.

Focuses on biomedical and public health research Issues funding opportunities through notices of 

funding opportunities, announced periodically 

throughout the year

1. Monitor NIH's official website and subscribe to their mailing list for updates.                                                                                                                                 

2. Align USIU-Africa's health research projects with NIH priorities.                                                                                                                                                      

M

SPHS Eannes Ongus

UKRI                                                                       

https://www.ukri.org/

TBD TBD Supports research and innovation across various disciplines. Announces funding calls periodically, often through 

specific research councils.

M

ALL Frank Ojwang

AfDB                                                                       

https://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/loans-

grants

TBD TBD Invests in projects that spur sustainable economic 

development and social progress in Africa

Issues funding opportunities peridocally, often 

through specific initiatives or partnerships

1. Monitor AfDB's procurement and funding announcements.                                                                                                                                                        

2. Develop projects that align with AfDB's strategic priorities.                                                                                                                                       

M

ALL Frank Ojwang

ISDB                                                                    

https://www.isdb.org/

No None Focuses on economic and social development in member 

countries

Announces funding opportunities periodically, often in 

collaboration with other organizations. 

L

ALL Frank Ojwang

WORLD BANK                                                       

https://www.worldbank.org/ext/en/home

TBD TBD Provides financial and technical assistance for development 

projects worldwide

Issues funding opportunities periodically, often 

through specific programs or country partnerships

L

ALL Frank Ojwang

EMBASSY/ HIGH COMMISSIONS IN KENYA         

https://www.embassypages.com/kenya

TBD US Embassy has funded USIU Africa in the past.

More embassies need to be explored for funding 

other programs and initiatives

Support various development and cultural initiatives Funding opportunities vary by embassy/high 

commission and are announced periodically

M

ALL Jacqueline Lidonde

DUBAI CARES                                                        

https://www.dubaicares.ae/programs/

No None Focuses on providing access to quality education in developing 

countries

Issues funding opportunities periodiocally, often in 

partnership with other organizations

L

SHSS SCCC Frank Ojwang

UNESCO                                                                    

https://www.unesco.org/en

No Contact established, to explore joint work with 

UNESCO.

Promotes education, science, and culture Announces funding opportunities periodically, often 

through specific programs or calls

M

SST SHSS Frank Ojwang

UNDP                                                                               

https://www.undp.org/

TBD TBD Focuses on sustainable development, democratic governance, 

and resilience building

Issues funding opportunities periodically, often 

through specific country offices.

M

CSOB SCCC SST Frank Ojwang

UN                                                                          

https://www.un.org/

TBD TBD The UN operates various agencies focusing on education, 

health, environment, and development

Funding opportunities are periodically announced 

through agencies like UNESCO, UNDP, and UNEP

1. Monitor UN agencies' websites for relevant calls.                                                                             

2. Align USIU-Africa projects with UN SDGs.                                                                                                          ALL Frank Ojwang

OTHER DONORS

Donors mapping matrix 2025
This tool is helpful for organizing information about donors, particularly those that are open to fund research and development programs that align with USIU-Africa strategy, and for deciding upon action points for establishing/ maintaining relationships with donors.
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UNIDO                                                                            

https://www.unido.org/

TBD TBD Promotes industrial development for poverty reduction and 

environmental sustainability

Announces funding opportunities periodically, often 

through specific initiatives

M

CSOB SCCC SST Dr. Billy Wadongo

UNHCR                                                         

https://www.unhcr.org/                

TBD TBD Protects and supports refugees and displaced persons Issues funding opportunities periodically,often 

through specific programs or partnerships

L

ALL Jacqueline Lidonde

DAAD                                                                              

https://www.daad.de/en/

No Two ongoing engagements; for Scholarships in 

Masters program, and for a joint project with a 

community college in Germany

Supports international academic exchange and educational 

cooperation

Announces various funding opportunities annually, 

including scholarships and institutional partnerships

1. Monitor DAAD Kenya's official website for calls and offers.                                                                                                                                                               

2. Encourage faculty and students to apply for relevant scholarships and 

programs.                                                                                                                                               

3. Strengthen existing collaborations and explore new opportunities.                                                                                                                                                                                                  

M

ALL Eannes Ongus

JICA                                                                                  

https://www.jica.go.jp/english/

TBD TBD Focuses on technical cooperation and development assistance Issues funding opportunities periodically often 

through specific programs or partnerships

L

ALL Frank Ojwang

InHive Global Ltd

 https://inhiveglobal.org/

Yes Supporting HEIs to launch and run alumni 

community-building programmes; 

 Partnership to pilot the Future First alumni 

community building model in schools.

  

 Grant. $25,000

Current donor supporting alumni engagement activities at 

USIU.

Alumni engagement funding opportunities through 

negotiated appeals for funding

Thematic focus:

 · Alumni engagement

 · Capacity building on alumni related work

  

M

Alumni Eannes Ongus

IUCEA

 https://www.iucea.org/call-for-applications/

Yes Regional university body for east Africa that 

supports scholarships, academic collaborations 

in HEIs, research

  

 Fees paid. $50,000

Recent partner at USIU – funded the summer school held at 

USIU

Strategic engagement with focus on scholarships, 

research funding and summer schools hosting for the 

region

Thematic focus

 · Scholarships in STEM

 · Mobility for faculty and students

  

L

ALL Eannes Ongus

Rattansi Educatiuon Trust                                      

https://www.rattansieducationaltrust.or.ke/inde

x.htm

Yes Offers scholarships to deserving needy and 

bright students

  

 Scholarship. 

 KSH 1,235,000

Currently supporting scholars at USIU H

ALL Eannes Ongus

African Academy of Sciences                             

https://aasciences.africa/ TBD TBD Promotes science, technology, and innovation in Africa

Issues annual calls for research grants and 

fellowships

1. Monitor AAS's funding opportunities for relevant calls.                                                                                                                                                                   

2. Encourage faculty to apply for AAS grants                                                                                                                                                                                                L SST SPHS TBD

International Fund for Agricultural Development             

https://www.ifad.org/en/grants TBD

TBD - to establish a relationship for livelihood 

aligned opportunities Focuses on rural development and poverty reduction

Announces funding opportunities periodically, often 

through specific programs

1. Review IFAD's projects and programmes for relevant calls.                                                                                                                                                                 

2. Align USIU - Africa's initiatives with IFAD's focus                                                                                                                                                                            L SHSS TBD

IDRC                                                                        

https://idrc-crdi.ca/en/funding TBD

To explore and initiate contact with IDRC for 

strategic positioning and future engagement

Supports research in developing countries to promote growth 

and development

Issues periodic calls for proposals across various 

sectors

1. Monitor IDRC's funding opportunities for relevant calls.                                                                                                                                                                   

2. Develop proposals that align with IDRC's research priorities                                                                                                                                                                           L ALL TBD

The World Academy of Science - TWAS              

https://twas.org/opportunities/research-and-

project-grants TBD TBD

Supports scientific capacity and excellence in the developing 

world

Issues annual calls for research grants and 

fellowships

1. Monitor TWAS's opportunities for relevant calls.                                                                                                                                                                       

2. Encourage students and faculty in the science space to apply for grants                                                                                                                                      L ALL TBD

Green Climate Fund                                                

https://www.greenclimate.fund/projects/access-

funding TBD TBD Invests in low-emission and climate-resilient development

Announces funding opportunities periodically, 

focusing on climate projects 1. Review GCF's funding projects for relevant calls.                                                                                                                                                      2. Align USIU-Africa's environmental initiatives with GCF's focus areas.L ALL Frank Ojwang

Nordic Development Fund                                         

https://www.ndf.int/ TBD

To explore and initiate contact with NDF for 

strategic positioning and future engagement

Provides financing for climate change and development 

projects

Issues funding calls periodically, focusing on climate 

resilience

1. Monitor NDF's projects for upcoming opportunities.                                                                                                                                                                               

2. Develop proposals that align with NDF's strategic priorities                                                                                                                                                                                       L ALL Frank Ojwang

Tadanex Ltd Yes

Offers scholarships to deserving needy and 

bright students

  

USIU has an ongoing Scholarship from Tadanex H ALL Eannes Ongus

Meto Yes USIU has an ongoing scholarship from Meto H ALL Eannes Ongus

University of California Berkeley                             

https://www.berkeley.edu/ Yes Past funding to USIU* H ALL Eannes Ongus

The German Chamber of Commerce (AHK)             

https://www.ahk.de/en/ Yes Past funding to USIU*

Supports international business relations and may offer 

opportunities for educational collaborations

Offers periodic opportunites for collaboration, 

focusing on vocaational training and business 

development

1. Explore potential collaborations in vocational training and entrepreneurship.                                

2. Align USIU-Africa's initiatives with AHK's focus areas to identify mutual 

benefits.                 H ALL Eannes Ongus

Palladium

https://thepalladiumgroup.com/about/our-

foundation Yes Past or ongoing funding to USIU*
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